
APPENDIX A: LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
 
FY21 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE)  
Planning Grant Request  
Cleveland Metroparks  
 
The proposed project is supported by elected officials, communities, public agencies, non-profit 
organizations, and area businesses. Please find the attached Letters of Support representing: 
 

United State Senate – Senator Sherrod Brown 
United State Senate – Senator Rob Portman 
United States House of Representatives, 14th District – David Joyce 
Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency – Executive Director Grace Gallucci 
Ohio Department of Transportation – Director Jack Marchbanks 
 
Cleveland Mayor – Frank G. Jackson 
Cleveland City Council President – Kevin J. Kelley 
Cleveland City Councilman – Anthony Brancatelli 
Cleveland City Councilman – Michael D. Polensek 
Cuyahoga County Department of Public Works 
Cuyahoga County Planning Commission 
Euclid, City of 
Garfield Heights, City of 
Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority 
Highland Heights, City of 
Lyndhurst, City of 
Richmond Heights, City of 
South Euclid, City of 
 
Andreoli Restoration 
Bike Cleveland 
Burton Bell Carr Development Corporation 
Campus District 
Catholic Cemeteries Association Calvary Cemetery  
Catholic Diocese of Cleveland 
Chagrin River Watershed Partners   
City Club of Cleveland, The 
Cleveland Foundation 
Cleveland Heights Transportation Advisory Council 
Cleveland Hiking Club 
Cleveland Indians 
Cleveland State University 
Cleveland State University, College of Sciences & Health Professions 
Cleveland State University, Maxine Goodman Levin College of Urban Affairs 
Community Assessment Treatment Services 
Conservancy for Cuyahoga Valley National Park 



Cuyahoga Community College 
Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District 
Destination Cleveland 
Globe Sewing Machine 
Greater Cleveland Partnership 
Greater Collinwood 
Heights Bicycle Coalition 
Medical Mutual of Ohio 
Monroe Tool 
Morabito Trucking 
Nature Conservancy, The 
Paran Management  
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy 
Slavic Village Development Corporation 
Third Federal Savings & Loan 
Trust for Public Land, The 
Union Miles Development Corporation 
University Circle, Inc. 
University Settlement 
Urban Land Institute - Cleveland 
West Creek Conservancy 
Western Reserve Land Conservancy 
 
 
 



 

July 12, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  

 

I write to draw your attention to the grant submission by the Cleveland Metroparks for funding in the FY21 

Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Discretionary Grant Program. 

 

The RAISE grant will be used for planning four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full 

construction documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. The support 

in the planning phase is essential for moving these projects to the implementation phase of construction in the 

near future. These improvements have the potential to improve the quality of life for the residents in and around 

Cuyahoga County and will better the economic strength of the region. 

 

The four projects are the Slavic Village Downtown Connector North, Morgana Run Booth Ave. Extension, Iron 

Court Opportunity Corridor Connector, and Euclid Creek Greenway North. All four projects are important for 

the region and are priorities in the county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways Plan, as they advance connections for 

transportation options for residents who need it most.  

 

As Ohio, the country, and the world strive to create a better environment and economy for today and tomorrow, 

it is important that we uplift efforts such as the Cleveland Metroparks proposed trail projects. The benefits of 

this project will support expanding the growth of sustainable options in Cuyahoga County and in the State of 

Ohio. Please give this request your full and fair consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Sherrod Brown 

United States Senator 
 

 

















 
July 12, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in the cities of 
Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in 
areas of persistent poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full 
construction documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. Your 
support in the planning phase is so critical for moving these projects to the implementation phase of 
construction in the near future.    
 
All four projects are important for our region and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways 
Plan as they advance connections for transportation options for residents who need it most. 
 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga 
Greenway Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland and other key agencies.  
Since 2014, the CGP has been working to build out this useful and accessible transportation network. 
 
We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community receive through these 
collaborative efforts.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our community 
and Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at 
kkelley@clevelandcitycouncilman.org.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 



 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding 
American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning 
in the cities of Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application will synergistically 
connect neighborhoods in areas of persistent poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and 
other opportunities.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full 
construction documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility 
stage. Your support in the planning phase is so critical for moving these projects to the 
implementation phase of construction in the near future.    
 
All four projects are important for our region and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga 
Greenways Plan as they advance connections for transportation options for residents who need 
it most. 
 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the 
Cuyahoga Greenway Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland, and 
other key agencies.  Since 2014, the CGP has been working to build out this useful and 
accessible transportation network. We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and 
community receive through these collaborative efforts.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our 
community and Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at 216-664-4223 
or ABrancatelli@clevelandcitycouncil.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Anthony Brancatelli 
Councilman, Ward 12  



 
       July 12, 2021 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland MetroParks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
As the Councilman representing the City of Cleveland’s 8th Ward, I am writing with enthusiastic 
support of Cleveland MetroParks’ application to the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in my community of the City 
of Cleveland as well as the neighboring community of Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this 
application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in areas of persistent poverty to job 
centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full 
construction documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility 
stage. Your support in the planning phase is so critical for moving these projects to the 
implementation phase of construction in the near future.   All four projects are important for 
our region and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways Plan as they advance 
connections for transportation options for residents who need it most. 
 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the 
Cuyahoga Greenway Partners (CGP), which includes the Cleveland MetroParks, Cuyahoga 
County, the cities of Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio and other key agencies.  Since 2014, the CGP 
has been working to build out this useful and accessible transportation network. We appreciate 
the support and benefits our organization and community receive through these collaborative 
efforts.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our 
community and Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at my office at 
(216) 664-4236, via my cell phone at (216) 857-7363 or via email at 
mpolensek@clevelandcitycouncil.org. 
 
         Sincerely yours,  

Michael D. Polensek 
Michael D. Polensek 
Councilman, Ward 8 

mailto:mpolensek@clevelandcitycouncil.org




 

 

June 30, 2021 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Office of the Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

 

I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the 

Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program 

for trail planning in the cities of Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application 

will synergistically connect neighborhoods in areas of persistent poverty to job centers, 

schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  

 

This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by 

developing full construction documents for two projects and advancing the other two 

through the project feasibility stage. Your support in the planning phase is so critical for 

moving these projects to the implementation phase of construction in the near future.    

 

All four projects are important for our region and are priorities in our county-wide 

Cuyahoga Greenways Plan, developed by our office in collaboration with several local 

partners.  These projects advance vital connections and transportation options for 

residents who need it most, especially those without cars. 

 

This RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga Greenway Partners 

(CGP), which our agency leads and includes Metroparks, the City of Cleveland and other 

key agencies.  Since 2014, we have been working to build out this useful and accessible 

multi-modal transportation network to provide and safe and equitable access for our 

residents. 

 

Thank you for your kind consideration of this request. Should you any questions about this 

project or require any additional information, please contact me at 216-443-3720 or 

mcierebiej@cuyahogacounty.us. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mary Cierebiej, AICP 

mailto:mcierebiej@cuyahogacounty.us
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Executive Director, Cuyahoga County Planning Commission 



 
 
 
July 7, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in the cities of 
Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio.  The projects in this application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in 
areas of persistent poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full 
construction documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage.  
Your support in the planning phase is so critical for moving these projects to the implementation phase 
of construction in the near future.    
 
Euclid is a first-ring suburb that is home to a diverse resident base and strong industrial/ manufacturing 
corridor – and is committed to building on our assets and strengthening our community!  Our innovative 
lakefront public access trail provides a great example of the powerful impact of trails and improving 
public access in an aging community.  We know that accessible trail connections can strengthen a 
community in so many ways and we are excited about the connections that can be made through these 
projects.  All four projects are important for our region and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga 
Greenways Plan.  The Euclid Creek Connector is of particular importance to our community because it 
will create transportation options for our stakeholders to get between the nearby and heavily used 
Euclid Creek Reservation and Lake Erie through a commercial and industrial corridor of jobs and retail. 
 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga 
Greenway Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland and other key agencies.  
Since 2014, the CGP has been working to build out this useful and accessible transportation network. 
 
We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community receive through these 
collaborative efforts.   



 
         Euclid letter of support, pg. 2 
 
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our community 
and Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at khgail@cityofeuclid.com or 216-
289-2751.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kirsten Holzheimer Gail 
Mayor 

mailto:khgail@cityofeuclid.com
















June 30, 2021

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

RE: SXSSRUW fRU COeYeOaQd MeWURSaUNV¶ RAISE
POaQQLQJ GUaQW ASSOLcaWLRQ

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,

I am writing to submit my full support of Cleveland Metroparks¶ application to the Rebuilding American
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in the cities of
Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application will assuredly connect neighborhoods in
areas of persistent poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities; providing
progress in our pursuit of greater equitable access and development within our region.

This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full
construction documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. Your
support in the planning phase is so critical for moving these projects to the implementation phase of
construction in the near future.

The Slavic Village Downtown Connector is very important to us because it will create transportation
options for our stakeholders and neighbors to get to the heart of Cleveland¶s downtown with its
employment, educational, government services and entertainment resources.  I have personally biked
from our home to places of work, entertainment venues and sports arenas. Allowing me to enjoy these
nearby amenities without the high cost of parking and simultaneously enjoying physical exercise and
health benefits.

These projects are further near and dear to my family as we both live and work in the impacted areas. We
are raising our family and building a business in the Slavic Village Fleet and Broadway areas. We have
witnessed first-hand the positive and powerful impact of infrastructure dollars spent for projects in our
community.  These dollars go to address the need for greater connectivity within the fabric of some of
Cleveland¶s more impoverished areas. Providing connectivity and transforming underutili]ed parcels
into community assets works to both improve safety and market value in low income areas.

We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga
Greenway Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland and other key agencies.
Since 2014, the CGP has been working to build out this useful and accessible transportation network.

We appreciate the support and benefits our organi]ation and community receive through these
collaborative efforts.

Thank you for considering this request and the impact these projects will have on our community and
Northeast Ohio region. If you have any questions, please contact me at andreolirestoration@gmail.com
216-799-7771.

Sincerely,

Tiffany Andreoli
Andreoli Restoration, LLC

mailto:andreolirestoration@gmail.com


 

 

July 6th, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in the cities of Cleveland and 
Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in areas of persistent 
poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full construction 
documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. Your support in the 
planning phase is critical for moving these projects to the implementation phase of construction in the near future. 
 
Bike Cleveland is Greater Cleveland’s bicycle and pedestrian advocacy organization. Our work, on behalf of people 
biking and walking, is focused on connecting our bike network to serve people of all ages, abilities, races, and 
geographies across Greater Cleveland. These projects will fill crucial gaps in larger regional active transportation 
network.  
 
All four projects are important for our region and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways Plan as 
they advance connections for transportation options for residents who need it most. 
 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga Greenway 
Partners (CGP), which includes Bike Cleveland, the Cleveland Metroparks, Cuyahoga County, the City of Cleveland, 
the Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Agency and other key agencies.  Since 2014, the CGP has been working to 
build out this useful and accessible transportation network. 
 
We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community receive through these collaborative 
efforts.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our community and 
Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at jacob@bikecleveland.org or 216-273-6863. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jacob VanSickle, Executive Director 
Bike Cleveland 
 

mailto:jacob@bikecleveland.org




 
 
7/08/2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding 
American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning 
in the cities of Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application will synergistically 
connect neighborhoods in areas of persistent poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and 
other opportunities.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full 
construction documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility 
stage. Your support in the planning phase is so critical for moving these projects to the 
implementation phase of construction in the near future.    
 
Campus District, Inc. is the non-profit, community development organization that serves the 
eastern edge of Cleveland’s Downtown.  Campus District is home to regional assets like 
Cleveland State University, Cuyahoga Community College’s Metro Campus, and St. Vincent 
Charity Medical Center.  Enhancing connections into Downtown is crucial to the health and 
success of the residents of Cleveland, especially those living in neighborhoods that have been 
intentionally segregated from these opportunities through infrastructural redlining.  For this 
reason, these four trail projects are not only functional, but they are reparative and vital.    
 
All four projects are important for our region and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga 
Greenways Plan.  The Iron Court Opportunity Corridor Connector and the Slavic Village 
Downtown Connector are of particular importance to us because they will create transportation 
options for our stakeholders to get both to the heart of Cleveland’s downtown and to University 
Circle with employment, educational, government services and entertainment resources. 
 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the 
Cuyahoga Greenway Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland and 
other key agencies.  Since 2014, the CGP has been working to build out this useful and 
accessible transportation network. 
 



We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community receive through these 
collaborative efforts.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our 
community and Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at 
mlammon@campusdistrict.org. 
  
Sincerely, 

 
Mark Lammon, Executive Director 
Campus District, Inc.  
 

mailto:mlammon@campusdistrict.org
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July 7, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 

RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in the cities of 
Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in 
areas of persistent poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full 
construction documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. Your 
support in the planning phase is so critical for moving these projects to the implementation phase of 
construction in the near future.    
 
All four projects are important for our region and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways 
Plan.  The Slavic Village Downtown Connector is very important to us because it will create 
transportation options for our stakeholders to get to the heart of Cleveland’s downtown with its 
employment, educational, government services and entertainment resources. 
 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga 
Greenway Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland and other key agencies.  
Since 2014, the CGP has been working to build out this useful and accessible transportation network. 
 
We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community receive through these 
collaborative efforts.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our community 
and Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at alah@clecem.org or 216-276-7655.  
 

       Sincerely, 

 

 

Andrej N. Lah 

       President 

       Catholic Cemeteries Association 

mailto:alah@clecem.org




 

July 8, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the 
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program 
for trail planning in the cities of Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this 
application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in areas of persistent poverty to 
job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by 
developing full construction documents for two projects and advancing the other two 
through the feasibility stage. Your support in the planning phase is so critical for moving 
these projects to the implementation phase of construction in the near future.    
 
Chagrin River Watershed Partners works with member communities and park districts, 
including Cleveland Metroparks, to create and enhance trails that connect people with 
streams and Lake Erie. We look forward to supporting this project which will enable 
inclusive and sustainable growth that will lead to healthier and more equitable outcomes 
for Cuyahoga County residents. 
 
All four projects are important for our region and are priorities in our county-wide 
Cuyahoga Greenways Plan as they advance connections for transportation options for 
residents who need it most. 
 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the 
Cuyahoga Greenway Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland 
and other key agencies.  Since 2014, the CGP has been working to build out this useful 
and accessible transportation network. 
 
We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community receive 
through these collaborative efforts.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact this project will have on 
Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at helmer@crwp.org or 440-
975-3870 ext. 1001.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Heather Elmer 
Executive Director 

PO Box 229 
Willoughby, OH 44096 
 
440.975.3870 
 
OUR MEMBERS 
Auburn Township 
Aurora 
Bainbridge Township 
Beachwood 
Bentleyville 
Chagrin Falls 
Township 
Chagrin Falls Village 
Chardon 
Chardon Township 
Cleveland Metroparks 
Eastlake 
Gates Mills 
Geauga Park District 
Hunting Valley 
Kirtland 
Kirtland Hills 
Lake County 
Lake Metroparks 
Mantua Township 
Mayfield Heights 
Mayfield Village 
Mentor 
Moreland Hills 
Munson Township 
Newbury Township 
Orange Village 
Pepper Pike 
Russell Township 
Solon 
South Russell 
Streetsboro 
Waite Hill 
Wickliffe 
Willoughby 
Willoughby Hills 
Woodmere 
 
www.crwp.org 
 
 

mailto:helmer@crwp.org


 

 



 

 
 

July 2nd 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing with support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in the cities 
of Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio.  
 
As the region’s community foundation, the Cleveland Foundation supports enhancing access and 
connections to our parks and greenspaces to catalyze opportunities for recreation, conservation and 
economic development. The Foundation strongly believes this planning work will position four 
priority trail projects for implementation by developing full construction documents for two projects 
and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. Your support in the planning phase is so 
critical for moving these projects to the implementation phase of construction in the near future.    
 
All four projects are important for our region and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga 
Greenways Plan as they advance connections for transportation options for residents who need it 
most. 
 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga 
Greenway Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland and other key 
agencies.  Since 2014, the CGP has been working to build out this useful and accessible 
transportation network.  We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community 
receive through these collaborative efforts.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our 
community and Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact Stephen Love, Program 
Manager, Environmental Initiatives at slove@clevefdn.org or call 216-615-7259.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Ronn B Richard,  
President & CEO, Cleveland Foundation 

mailto:slove@clevefdn.org


July 1, 2021

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,

I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding American
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in the cities of
Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in
areas of persistent poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.

This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full
construction documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. Your
support in the planning phase is so critical for moving these projects to the implementation phase of
construction in the near future.

The Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) of the City of Cleveland Heights, Ohio, takes seriously its
responsibilities to improve transportation options for our region’s diverse population. All four projects
are important for our region and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways Plan as they
advance connections for transportation options for residents who need it most.

We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga
Greenway Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland and other key agencies.
Since 2014, the CGP has been working to build out this useful and accessible transportation network.

We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community receive through these
collaborative efforts.

Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our community
and Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at roadprintz@gmail.com or
216-534-5302

Sincerely,

Sam Bell, Chair
City of Cleveland Heights, Ohio Transportation Advisory Committee

mailto:roadprintz@gmail.com




 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 8, 2021 

 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Office of the Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

  

RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 

  

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

  

I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding 

American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail 

planning in the cities of Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application will 

synergistically connect neighborhoods in areas of persistent poverty to job centers, schools, 

civic assets, and other opportunities.  

  

This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing 

full construction documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the 

feasibility stage. Your support in the planning phase is so critical for moving these projects to 

the implementation phase of construction in the near future.    

  

The Cleveland Indians Baseball Club serves our entire community. Accordingly, we routinely 

support organizations and projects benefitting the community. We believe all four projects 

are important to our community and should be priorities in our Countywide Greenways plan. 

Of particular interest to us is the Slavic Village Downtown Corridor because it will provide 

access for many of our stakeholders to Downtown and all its amenities, including our 

ballpark. I might also add as an avid cyclist, I have observed how the community has 

embraced the existing trail network serving many in our community. Extending this network 

to many more in our community, particularly the neediest among us, will prove beneficial on 

many levels.   

  

We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the 

Cuyahoga Greenway Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland and 

other key agencies.  Since 2014, the CGP has been working to build out this useful and 

accessible transportation network. 

  

We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community receive through 

these collaborative efforts.   



The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

July 8, 2021 

Page 2 

 

 

 

Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our 

community and Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at 

pdolan@indians.com.  

  

Sincerely, 

 
Paul J. Dolan 

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 

 

PJD/dk 

 

 



 

July 1, 2021 
 
 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the 
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant 
program for trail planning in the cities of Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in 
this application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in areas of persistent 
poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by 
developing full construction documents for two projects and advancing the other two 
through the feasibility stage. Your support in the planning phase is so critical for 
moving these projects to the implementation phase of construction in the near future.    
 
Cleveland State University (CSU) sits in the heart of downtown and is accessed by 
thousands of local residents, some of whom come from underserved and impoverished 
areas. These four trail projects, which aim to further connect our neighborhoods and 
city, can help create more transportation options for our existing and future students, 
as well as faculty and staff. This greater access will allow them to take advantage of 
the employment and educational opportunities on our urban campus. In addition, as an 
active community partner, CSU supports these projects as important for our region and 
as priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways Plan.  
 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of 
the Cuyahoga Greenway Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, the County, 
Cleveland and other key agencies.  Since 2014, the CGP has been working to build out 
this useful and accessible transportation network 
 
We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community receive 
through these collaborative efforts. .
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Thank you for your consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our 
community and Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at 
president.sands@csuohio.edu or at (216) 687-3544.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Harlan M. Sands 
President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:president.sands@csuohio.edu


COLLEGE OF SCIENCES & HEALTH PROFESSIONS  Campus Location              T     216.687.5580 

2121 Euclid Avenue, SR 353    2351 Euclid Avenue, SR 353             F     216.523.5549         

Cleveland, Ohio 44115-2214            Cleveland, Ohio              W   csuohio.edu/sciences 
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July 7, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
I am writing to enthusiastically support Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in the cities of 
Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in 
areas of persistent poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full 
construction documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. Your 
support in the planning phase is critical for moving these projects to the implementation phase. 
 
Cleveland State University is an urban university whose mission is to serve our diverse urban community.   
All 4 projects are important for our region and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways Plan.  
The Slavic Village Downtown Connector is particularly important to us our students, many of whom rely on 
biking or public transportation to get to campus. This paved bike/pedestrian pathway will provide a safer, 
alternative to riding in city streets – enabling a much more welcoming commute. 
 
The RAISE planning application is a combined effort of the Cuyahoga Greenway Partners (CGP), which 
includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland and other key agencies.  Since 2014, the CGP has been working 
to build out this useful and accessible transportation network. We appreciate the support and benefits our 
organization and community receive through these collaborative efforts.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our community and 
Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at 216 647 2379 or m.bond40@csuohio.edu. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Meredith Bond, PhD 

Dean, College of Sciences and Health Professions 



 
 
 

 
July 7, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing with strong support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in the cities of Cleveland 
and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application will strategically connect neighborhoods in areas of persistent 
poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full construction 
documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. Federal support in the 
planning phase is so critical for quickly moving these projects to the implementation phase of construction.    
 
The Levin College of Urban Affairs at Cleveland State University has long been a participant in the research and 
planning of trails in this region as an adjunct to core revitalization.  It is our considered belief that all four 
projects are important for our region and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways Plan.  The 
Slavic Village Downtown Connector is very important to our region because it will create transportation options 
for community residents to get to the heart of Cleveland’s downtown with its employment, educational, 
government services and entertainment resources. 
 
Collaboration is critical and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga Greenway 
Partners (CGP), which includes the Metroparks, County, Cleveland, and other key agencies.  Since 2014, the 
CGP has been working to build out this useful and accessible transportation network. 
 
We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community receive through these collaborative 
efforts.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our community and 
Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at r.anglin@csuohio.edu or 216-687-2174 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Roland V. Anglin 
Dean and Professor 
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July 1, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in the cities of 
Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in 
areas of persistent poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full 
construction documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. Your 
support in the planning phase is so critical for moving these projects to the implementation phase of 
construction in the near future.    
 
The Conservancy for CVNP enriches people’s lives and enhances our region by inspiring use, 
preservation and support of Cuyahoga Valley National Park. All four projects are important for our 
region and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways Plan as they advance connections for 
transportation options for residents who need it most. 
 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga 
Greenway Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland and other key agencies.  
Since 2014, the CGP has been working to build out this useful and accessible transportation network. 
 
We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community receive through these 
collaborative efforts.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our community 
and Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at dyandala@forcvnp.org or (330) 
657-2909 ext. 107. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Deb Yandala, CEO 
Conservancy for Cuyahoga Valley National Park 

mailto:dyandala@forcvnp.org




  

 
 

 
 

July 1, 2021 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Office of the Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

 

I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding American Infrastructure 

with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in the cities of Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. 

The projects in this application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in areas of persistent poverty to job centers, 

schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  

 

This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full construction 

documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. Your support in the planning 

phase is so critical for moving these projects to the implementation phase of construction.    

 

Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District was established in 1949. Our mission is to implement programs and 

practices that protect and restore healthy soil and water resources.  Providing additional transportation options, 

especially for residents who need them the most is extremely important. All four projects are important for our region 

and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways Plan. 

 

We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga Greenway 

Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, the County, the city of Cleveland, and other key agencies.  Since 2014, 

the CGP has been working to build out this useful and accessible transportation network and our staff supports the 

effort because of the benefits to the communities within the county. 

 

Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our community and Northeast 

Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at jrybka@cuyahogaswcd.org (216-524-6580). 

  

Sincerely, 

 

Best regards, 

 
Janine Rybka 

Director 

 

3311 Perkins Avenue, Suite 100 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 

216-524-6580 Fax: 216-524-6584 
www.cuyahogaswcd.org 



 
 
 
July 7, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
On behalf of the destination management and marketing organization of Greater Cleveland dba Destination Cleveland, please accept 
this letter of support for the Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and 
Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in the cities of Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application will 
synergistically connect neighborhoods in areas of persistent poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  
 
Destination Cleveland’s mission is to drive economic impact and stimulate community vitality for Greater Cleveland through leisure 
and business travel. We have conducted extensive local and national research to determine how best to continue capitalizing on 
significant infrastructure investments to ensure their impacts are felt well into the future. The research identified significant 
opportunities to better connect our investments so that visitors can seamlessly experience all of Cleveland’s world-class attractions, 
neighborhoods, and destinations. The trail planning projects are critical to these efforts and investment in our community & is key as 
we continue our work to make Cleveland a destination city.   
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full construction documents for two 
projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. All four projects are important for our region and are priorities in 
our county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways Plan as they advance connections for transportation options for residents who need it most. 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga Greenway Partners (CGP), which 
includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland, and other key agencies. Since 2014, the CGP has been working to build out this useful 
and accessible transportation network. We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community receive through 
these collaborative efforts.   
 
Destination Cleveland offers its full support for this request, and we appreciate your consideration of Cleveland Metroparks’ 
application being selected for funding in 2021. Thank you for supporting Cleveland as a destination city.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
David Gilbert 
President & CEO 
Destination Cleveland  
 
 
 
 

334 Euclid Avenue | Cleveland, OH 44114| www.thisiscleveland.com 

http://www.thisiscleveland.com/


Peter Baszuk – owner of Globe Sewing Machine Co. 
 Member of Hyacinth Community Coalition 
 
June 29, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in the cities of 
Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in 
areas of persistent poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full 
construction documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. Your 
support in the planning phase is so critical for moving these projects to the implementation phase of 
construction in the near future.    
 
My business would benefit from the proposed projects.  Our neighborhood coalition represents the 
Hyacinth neighborhood of the Slavic Village area in Cleveland Ohio. 
 
All four projects are important for our region and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways 
Plan.  The Slavic Village Downtown Connector is very important to us because it will create 
transportation options for our stakeholders to get to the heart of Cleveland’s downtown with its 
employment, educational, government services and entertainment resources. 
 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga 
Greenway Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland and other key agencies.  
Since 2014, the CGP has been working to build out this useful and accessible transportation network. 
 
We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community receive through these 
collaborative efforts.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our community 
and Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at: peter.baszuk@globesew.com or 
216 741-2580. 
Sincerely, 
 
Peter Baszuk 
Globe Sewing Machine Co. 
Hyacinth Community Coalition 

mailto:peter.baszuk@globesew.com


 

 

July 8, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
On behalf of the Greater Cleveland Partnership (GCP), I am writing to express my support of Cleveland Metroparks’ 
application to the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in 
the cities of Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The GCP, with more than 12,000 members, is the largest metropolitan chamber of 
commerce in the nation. We are focused on driving the economic vitality of our region through building a strong and thriving 
climate for the broad business community, including small businesses, middle-market companies, and large corporations. The 
projects in this application will connect neighborhoods in areas of persistent poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and 
other opportunities, making our region a better place to live, work, or start a business. 
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full construction documents for two 
projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. Ensuring all residents and businesses can participate in our 
regional economy will require transforming development, land use, and transportation to better connect people and jobs. All 
four projects are critical in this endeavor, as they advance connections for transportation options for those who need it most. 
The RAISE program presents an opportunity to move these projects from the planning to the implementation phase of 
construction. 
 
When we successfully connect residents to opportunities, employers, and goods and services, we strengthen the foundation 
of an economy that allows for business growth and raises quality of life. These projects, supported by The Cleveland 
Metroparks, Cuyahoga County, City of Cleveland, and other key agencies, will be strong investments in our regional 
infrastructure, ensuring Northeast Ohio is a vibrant place to grow up, visit, or move.  
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our community and Northeast Ohio. If 
you have any questions, please contact me at BShah@gcpartnership.com or (216) 592-2284.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Baiju Shah 
President and CEO 
Greater Cleveland Partnership 

mailto:BShah@gcpartnership.com


 

 

 
July 1, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in the cities of Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this 
application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in areas of persistent poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and 
other opportunities.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full construction documents for 
two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. Your support in the planning phase is so critical for 
moving these projects to the implementation phase of construction in the near future.    
 
Greater Collinwood Development Corporation’s mission is to advance equitable and inclusive economic development, 
community engagement and neighborhood stabilization & revitalization strategies within the communities we serve.  To 
achieve these goals, GCDC focuses its work in the following key areas: real estate development, housing initiatives, community 
engagement programs, business support services and neighborhood planning.  All four projects are important for our region 
and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways Plan.  The Euclid Creek Greenway-Phase 2 is of particular 
importance to our organization because it will create transportation options for our stakeholders to get between the nearby 
and heavily used Euclid Creek Reservation and Lake Erie through a commercial and industrial corridor of jobs and retail.  
Furthermore, many areas of our community lack access to nearby greenspace, so this expansion of the trail network provides 
an  important health and recreation amenity for our community while providing a link to both the Euclid Creek Reservation and 
Lake Erie to residents who otherwise lack convenient access to these regional assets.   
 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga Greenway Partners (CGP), 
which includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland and other key agencies.  Since 2014, the CGP has been working to build out 
this useful and accessible transportation network. 
 
We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community receive through these collaborative efforts.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our community and Northeast Ohio. If 
you have any questions, please contact me at jdoyle@greatercollinwood.org or 216-383-9772 ext. 203  
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jamar Doyle 
Executive Director 

 

mailto:jdoyle@greatercollinwood.org


 
 

July 8, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in the cities of Cleveland 
and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in areas of persistent 
poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full construction 
documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. Your support in the 
planning phase is so critical for moving these projects to the implementation phase of construction in the near 
future.    
 
The Heights Bicycle Coalition, a Bike Cleveland chapter, seeks to educate and encourage Heights community 
members to use bicycles as a sustainable and healthy form of transportation and recreation. All four projects are 
important for our region and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways Plan as they advance 
connections for transportation options for residents who need it most. 
 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga Greenway 
Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland and other key agencies.  Since 2014, the CGP 
has been working to build out this useful and accessible transportation network. 
 
We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community receive through these collaborative 
efforts.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our community and 
Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me by email at jbyox49@gmail.com or by phone at 
216.206.7114.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jessica Yox 
Heights Bicycle Coalition 













 

 
 

 
 

 
July 7, 2021 

 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in the Cities of Cleveland and 
Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in areas of persistent 
poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full construction 
documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. Your support in the 
planning phase is so critical for moving these projects to the implementation phase of construction in the near 
future.    
 
The Nature Conservancy is an international conservation organization which seeks to conserve the lands and 
waters on which all life depends.  We have operated in Ohio since 1959 and have helped conserve over 65,000 
acres of critical lands in Ohio.  This includes the protection of riparian corridors and wetlands to protect and 
restore Ohio watersheds, Lake Erie and forests of the Appalachian foothills.  All four projects are important for 
our region and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways Plan as they advance connections for 
transportation options for residents who need it most. 
 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga Greenway 
Partners (CGP), which includes Cleveland Metroparks, Cuyahoga County, Cleveland and other key agencies.  Since 
2014, the CGP has been working to build out this useful and accessible transportation network. 
 
We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community receive through these collaborative 
efforts.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our community and 
Northeast Ohio. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Amy L. Holtshouse 
Director of Conservation 
The Nature Conservancy in Ohio 







                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

Cuyahoga County Planning Commission       June 30, 2021 
2079 East 9th Street, Suite 5-300 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
 
 
Dear grant committee,  
 
The potential impact of RAISE funds in our neighborhood of Slavic Village is massive. 
Two decades of trail development and neighborhood planning have primed three 
projects to become a permanent part of our community trail network. The Morgana  
Run Trail Extension, Iron Court/Opportunity Corridor connection and Slavic Village 
Downtown Connector will each play instrumental roles in connecting not only Slavic 
Village, but many of the historically marginalized east side neighborhoods of Cleveland.  
 
After years of designing truly exceptional pathways on the near west side, we are 
thrilled to see the Metroparks, the City of Cleveland and Cuyahoga County focusing on 
bridging critical gaps on our side of town. We are working closely with these three and 
other organizations to plan these trails which each require keen collaboration. 
 
Thank you for considering this proposal and know it will have a tremendous impact on 
our residents, businesses and the greater Cleveland region.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Christopher Alvarado 
Executive Director 
Slavic Village Development 
 



 

 7007 Broadway Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44105  

 (216) 429-5000 • 1-800-THIRD FED • www.thirdfederal.com 

 
July 9, 2021 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Office of the Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

 

I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the Rebuilding American 

Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program for trail planning in the cities of Cleveland 

and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in areas of persistent 

poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  

 

This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by developing full construction 

documents for two projects and advancing the other two through the feasibility stage. Your support in the 

planning phase is critical for moving these projects to the implementation phase of construction in the near future.    

 

Headquartered in the inner city neighborhood of Slavic Village since 1938, Third Federal Savings & Loan is a 

long-time, strong supporter of partners and projects that provide avenues for success for the inner city residents of 

our neighborhood. Through our partnership with Slavic Village Development Corporation and working with the 

other collaborators on projects in Slavic Village, we know that access and connection to downtown is vital to the 

success of our residents and our region as a whole. Through our public/private partnerships, we have developed 

Trailside, a former brownfield site, into several bustling residential streets lined with single-family homes located 

on the Morgana Trail.  Your support through the RAISE grant would go a long way to providing both the access 

and connection needed for both the current and new residents of our neighborhood. 

 

All four projects are important for our region and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways Plan.  

The Slavic Village Downtown Connector is very important to us because it will create transportation options for 

the residents in our neighborhood to get to the heart of Cleveland’s downtown with its employment, educational, 

government services and entertainment resources. 

 

We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga Greenway 

Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland and other key agencies.  Since 2014, the CGP 

has been working to build out this useful and accessible transportation network. 

 

We appreciate the support and benefits our company and community receives through these collaborative efforts.   

 

Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our community and 

Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at Sharon.Posner@thirdfederal.com, or 216-429-

5014. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sharon Posner 

Third Federal  

mailto:Sharon.Posner@thirdfederal.com


 
 

1250 Old River Rd. 
Suite 202 
Cleveland, OH 
44113 
T: 216.928.7518 
www.tpl.org 
 

July 9, 2021 
 
 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
Please accept this letter of support for Cleveland Metroparks’ application to the 
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant 
program for trail planning in the cities of Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio.  
 
The projects in this application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in areas 
of persistent poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other 
complementary recreational spaces such as parks and passive greenspaces.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by 
developing full construction documents for two projects and advancing the other 
two through the feasibility stage. Your support in the planning phase is so critical 
for moving these projects to the implementation phase of construction in the near 
future.    
 
All four projects are important for our region and are priorities in our county-wide 
Cuyahoga Greenways Plan as they advance connections for transportation 
options for residents who need it most. 
 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined effort 
of the Cuyahoga Greenway Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, the 
County, Cleveland and other key agencies.  Since 2014, the CGP has been 
working to build out this useful and accessible transportation network. 
 
As a participating member of the CGP, The Trust for Public Land (TPL) welcomes 
the opportunity to lend our support to this planning effort as it directly aligns with 
our organizational mission to create parks and protect land for people, ensuring 
healthy, livable communities for generations to come. 
 
TPL believes continued investment in our existing trail network can help Cleveland 
and Cuyahoga County realize the full extent of our recreational asset potential, 
and we are motivated to help achieve this potential by working collaboratively to 
address infill at critical gaps and connection points, enabling our local network to 
span across regional Northeast Ohio. 
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact this project will have on 
Northeast Ohio.  
 



 
 

1250 Old River Rd. 
Suite 202 
Cleveland, OH 
44113 
T: 216.928.7518 
www.tpl.org 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me at:  
Email: sean.terry@tpl.org and Phone: 216.928.7518 x110.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sean Terry 
Acting Ohio State Director | Ohio Parks for People Program Director  
 





 

 

July 8, 2021 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Office of the Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

 

I am writing on behalf of University Circle Inc. (UCI) to share our strong support of Cleveland Metroparks’ 

application to the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program 

for trail planning in the cities of Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The projects in this application will connect 

neighborhoods facing persistent poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  

 

University Circle Inc. is the community service corporation responsible for developing, serving, and 

advocating for University Circle - Cleveland’s center of culture, healing, and learning. A strong network of 

trails linking University Circle to surrounding neighborhoods and the broader region is critically important to 

advance our vision of a vibrant and complete neighborhood without borders. All four projects are important 

for our region and are priorities in our county-wide Cuyahoga Greenways Plan, as they advance connections 

for transportation options for residents who need it most. This planning work will position four priority trail 

projects for implementation by developing full construction documents for two projects and advancing the 

other two through the feasibility stage. Your support in the planning phase is critical for moving these projects 

to the implementation phase of construction in the near future.    

 

The RAISE planning application is the combined effort of the Cuyahoga Greenway Partners (CGP), which 

includes Metroparks, the County, Cleveland and other key agencies. We appreciate the support and benefits 

our organization and community receive through these collaborative efforts.   

 

Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on our community and 

Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at 216-225-8450 or 

Chris.Ronayne@universitycircle.org.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Chris Ronayne 

President 





 
 

June 29, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Support for Cleveland Metroparks’ RAISE Planning Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing with enthusiastic support of Cleveland Metroparks’ application to 
the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) 
grant program for trail planning in the cities of Cleveland and Euclid, Ohio. The 
projects in this application will synergistically connect neighborhoods in areas of 
persistent poverty to job centers, schools, civic assets, and other opportunities.  
 
This planning work will position four priority trail projects for implementation by 
developing full construction documents for two projects and advancing the 
other two through the feasibility stage. Your support in the planning phase is so 
critical for moving these projects to the implementation phase of construction 
in the near future.    
 
The Urban Land Institute (ULI) Cleveland is an organization of practicing land use 
professionals and community leaders, founded to share information and 
experience, showcase new projects and examine trends and innovation in the 
entire region of Northeast Ohio. ULI represents the best practices of planning 
and land use. As a non-profit and nonpartisan organization, ULI has long been 
recognized as one of America’s most respected and widely quoted sources of 
objective information on urban planning, growth and development. 
 
All four projects are important for our region and are priorities in our county-
wide Cuyahoga Greenways Plan as they advance connections for transportation 
options for residents who need it most. 
 
We value collaboration and this RAISE planning application is the combined 
effort of the Cuyahoga Greenway Partners (CGP), which includes Metroparks, 
the County, Cleveland and other key agencies.  Since 2014, the CGP has been 
working to build out this useful and accessible transportation network. 
 



 
We appreciate the support and benefits our organization and community receive through 
these collaborative efforts.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this request and the impact these projects will have on 
our community and Northeast Ohio. If you have any questions, please contact me at 
Cleveland@uli.org or 216-755-4061.  
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Steve Ross  
Urban Land Institute Cleveland  
District Council Chair  

mailto:Cleveland@uli.org





	____Brown.DOT.RAISE.LOS
	____Portman LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	___Joyce LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	___NOACA_Letter of Support - RAISE Grant - Regional Planning Grants
	___ODOT Support Letter
	__Cleveland Mayor Jackson_Cleveland Metroparks RAISE Grant_7.9.2021
	_Cleveland Coucil President Kelley Letter of Support RAISE Trail Planning Grant 7.12
	_Cleveland Councilman Brancatelli Letter of Support RAISE Trail Planning Grant 712
	_Cleveland Councilman Polensek_ re RAISE greenway project funding
	_Cuyahoga County Department of Public Works LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	_Cuyahoga County Planning Commission LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	_Euclid City of LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	_Garfield Hts LoS- RAISE Grant 2021
	_Greater Cleveland RTA LoS- RAISE Grant 2021
	_Highland Heights LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	_Lyndhurst City of LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	_Richmond Heights City of LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	_south euclid raise plan LOS 2021
	Andreoli_LOS_Cleveland_RAISE Planning
	Bike Cleveland LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Burton Bell Carr LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Campus District LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Catholic Cemeteries Assoc A Lah LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Catholic Diocese LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Chagrin River WP H Elmer LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	City Club of Cleveland LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Cleveland Foundation LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Cleveland Heights Transport AC LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Cleveland Hike Club LoS- RAISE Grant 2021
	Cleveland Indians Baseball Club LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Cleveland State University College of SHP M Bond LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Cleveland State University LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Cleveland State University Maxine Goodman Levin R Anglin LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Community Assessment Treatment Services LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Congressman Joyce LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Conservancy for CVNP_ LOS_RAISE Planning_2021
	Cuyahoga Community College LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Cuyahoga Soil WCD LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Destination Cleveland D Gilbert LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Globe Sewing LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Greater Cleveland Partnership LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Greater Collinwood LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Heights Bicycle Coalition LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Medical Mutual LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Monroe Tool LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Morabito SBM truck LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Nature Conservancy LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Paran LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Rails TC_Cleve_RAISE_2021
	Senator Portman LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Slavic Village LoS- RAISE Grant 2021
	Third Federal LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Trust for Public Land LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Union Miles LoS- RAISE Grant 2021
	University Circle LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	University Settlement E Pike LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Urban Land Insititute LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	West Creek LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	Western Reserve Land Conservancy LoS_RAISE Grant 2021
	_cover page LOS Summary RAISE Planning.pdf
	APPENDIX A: LETTERS OF SUPPORT




